Artillery Street is considered to be a fine
example of the unique curved streetscape of
the historic city with the former St Joseph's
school, designed by E J Toye, forming the
centrepiece. Threatened by a demolition
order, the buildings were spot-listed in 1986
and subsequently listed B1.

Fittingly Artillery Street was also the
site of one of Derry's first theatres, Talbot's
Theatre built in 1774, and St Joseph's,
opened in 1911 with a play performed in the
New Hall, the same space nearly 100 years
later becoming The Playhouse Theatre.

In the early 1990s, the buildings
were saved by Pauline Ross with the
assistance of a local businessman and
£300. Since then The Playhouse has
flourished and become one of the most
vibrant arts resource centres in Ireland,
connecting with artists in other countries
across the world and in particular those
who had experienced conflict and out of

‘The Playhouse in Derry/Londonderry was
‘born of an idea and a mission to set up
a community arts resource centre with a
dedicated performance space within the

. City walls, on a neutral site acceptable
to all of the City’'s communities. Pauline
Ross, the founder and Artistic Director

which has come Theatre of Witness, a
peace initiative devised and directed by
Philadelphia dancer and counsellor Taya
Sepinuck which has brought victims and
survivors of the troubles onto the stage in
a powerful performance.

The buildings however were
in poor condition and the facilities
inadequate to support the ambitions of
The Playhouse. In 2004 Andrzej Blonski
Architects was appointed through a
process of competitive interviews to
develop proposals for the upgrading and
refurbishment of both buildings. :

In the same year, The Playhouse
featured as one of Northern Ireland's
candidates in the BBC Restoration TV series
winning the regional heat and taking part in
the finals staged at Hampton Court Palace.
In 2009 a follow up Restoration programme
revisited along with other featured projects
revealing the progress made.
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~ of The Playhouse, worked tirelessly to
realise her mission, campaigning long
and loud for the establishment of a
theatre and, after an extensive search,
found two adjoining and dilapidated three
storey buildings on the west bank of the
River Foyle within the City’s walls and |
close to Ferry Quay Gate. f

* The two buildings at 5-7 Artillery Street

which make up The Playhouse were formerly
St Mary’s and St Joseph's schools attached
to the Convent of the Sisters of Mercy.

'}

P T————————













